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ARTICLE 34.
The Reichstag is entitled to set up Committees of Inquiry: it mus-
do so if one-fifth of the members demand it. Such Committees shall ii
open meeting inquire into such evidence as they consider necessary, o]
the petitioners consider necessary. The public may be excluded'to
resolution of a two-thirds majority of the Committee of Inquiry. Th<
Standing Orders shall regulate the procedure of the Committee anc
determine the number of its members.
The courts and the civil service are bound to submit any evidence
demanded by these Committees ; the Committees may demand to se(
their records.
The regulations of the Criminal Code apply to the taking of evidenc*
by the Committees or by such authorities as they have instructed
nevertheless, the secrecy of the post office, of the letter, telegraph, anc
telephone services remain unaffected.
ARTICLE 35.
The Reichstag shall appoint a Permanent Committee for Foreigr
Affairs; such Committee sliall be entitled to carry on business indepen-
dently of the sessions of the Reichstag, or after the election period
has come to an end, or after the Reichstag has been dissolved until the
meeting of the new Reichstag. The sittings of such Committee an
not public, unless the Committee itself decides on publicity by a two-
thirds majority.
The Reichstag shall further appoint a Permanent Committee for thost
periods during which it is out of session, and for the period following
the termination of an election period, in order to safeguard the rights
of the people's representatives against the National Government.
Sucn Committees have the same rights as the Committees of Inquiry
ARTICLE 36.
No member of the Reichstag or of a Landtag may at any time be
made subject to judicial or administrative penalty, or may be made
responsible outside the House, on account of his vote or on account of
any utterances made in virtue of his office as deputy.
ARTICLE 37.
No member of the Reichstag or of a Landtag may, without the
consent of the House of which he is a member, be arrested or subjected
to examination, while the House is in session, on account of any act for
which criminal proceedings are threatened unless and except he has
been arrested while committing the said act or at latest in the course of
the following day*
A like consent is necessary for every other restriction of personal
liberty calculated to obstruct a deputy in the free exercise of ms office.
The Reichstag or a Landtag may require any criminal proceedings,
any arrest, or any other restriction placed on the personal liberty of one
of its members to be suspended for the duration of the session.